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Decade-by-decade Club highlights

Special moments and memories

THE ORIGINAL HOME OF THE CLUB 
TARRYTOWN, NY
1977 – 1989 
Many of our members recall our original Club Headquarters, a red brick 
Georgian mansion near the Hudson River in Tarrytown, NY. The offi  cial opening 
included a momentous event, the unveiling of an 8-foot Merry Wanderer 
fi gurine, created in Rödental, Germany by Master Sculptor Gerhard Skrobek. 
The “Big Boy” became a Tarrytown landmark, matching the one that stands 
outside the M.I. Hummel factory in Germany.
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VOLUME 1 #1, 1977 .......................................3
Our fi rst issue ever features surprise guests
from Mohammad Ali to Nelson Rockefeller!

VOLUME 10 #2, 1986 ....................................9
Remembering the days of shoulder pads,
wide ties, and an enthusiastic young collector.

VOLUME 22 #1, 1998 .................................10
In this era, many M.I. Hummel newcomers made 
debuts, including one very “beloved” fi gurine.

VOLUME 29 #1, 2005 .................................12
Respected M.I. Hummel dignitaries, Bob
and Ruth Miller, graced the pages of INSIGHTS.

VOLUME 35 #1, 2011 .................................. 14
Seems like only yesterday we profi led Marion
Huschka, our talented and tireless Master Sculptor.

ON THE COVER:
The Merry Wanderer, in all sizes, is our
Club’s mascot.

SPECIAL ISSUE FOR A SPECIAL YEAR!

The Love Lives On!
Dear M.I. Hummel Friends:

It’s a rare friendship that lasts forty years – something to 
be proud of and to cherish. That’s the way we feel about 
all our friends who are part of the M.I. Hummel Club as we 
continue to celebrate our 40th Anniversary year. 

It all started in 1977 when a group of like-minded individuals 
agreed to enter into an experiment in collecting, bound 
only by their aff ection for M.I. Hummel fi gurines. While 
these members were sharing information and the enjoyment 
of their hobby, they began to share something even more 
special – friendship. The Club grew, people connected at 
Local Chapter meetings, at conventions, and through travel. 
Our members discovered their aff ection for their fellow 
collectors, and for the spirit the fi gurines came to represent. 

Although the M.I. Hummel Club was founded and operated 
by a ceramics company, it’s the members who have joyfully 
embraced the idea, expanded the concept, and made it 
into a four–decade-long story of success. Whether you’ve 
been with us on the journey for all 40 Club Years, or you 
got on board somewhere along the way, it’s you who are 
our driving force and shining lights.

And what a journey it’s been! Our Club has been re-invented 
more than once, we’ve had our ups and downs, but we’ve 
emerged strong, enthusiastic, and with our bonds of 
friendship solid and stronger than ever. The love most 
certainly lives on!

Cordially,
Ken and Chuck
Managing Partners
The M.I. Hummel Club of North America
Newboden Brands
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C ON T E N T S

We’ve taken a break from our usual INSIGHTS to take you on 
a walk through 40 years of Club history – starting with the very 
fi rst Club Magazine! When our Club was founded, it was known 
as the Goebel Collector’s Club. Back then our magazine was 
a simple, black and white, 6-page newsletter. It is reprinted in 
its entirety, so you can see where we started, and how far we’ve 
come. 

What follows is a decade-by-decade sampling of INSIGHTS 
issues. You’ll have an opportunity to look back, reminisce, and 
enjoy that warm feeling of belonging. It’s what Club membership 
has always represented, no matter what the decade. Enjoy!

CELEBRATING
YEARS

The Goebel Collector’s Club was founded  The average new home cost 
$49,300  The average income was $15,000  A gallon of gas cost 65¢
 Jimmy Carter was President  The Mary Tyler Moore Show won an Emmy  
Rocky won Best Picture  Club President was Dieter Schneider  Club headquarters 
was in Tarrytown, NY  The average collector was female, 26 – 55 years of age, 
a high school graduate, married with two children  Most members owned 
between 11 and 50 fi gurines and were collectors for about 15 yearsORIGINAL EDITION
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Excerpt from
INSIGHTS 

Vol 10, No. 2 
Summer/Fall 

1986

In 1989,

M.I. Hummel went

international with its 

headquarters in 
Rödental

Goebel Collector's Club was renamed M.I. Hummel Club  Ronald Reagan was 
President  The NY Mets won the World Series  Tom Cruise appeared in Top Gun 
 The Oprah Winfrey Show blew away Donahue  25% of American homes had 
microwave ovens, 33% had VCRs  The Goebel Collector’s Club entered its 10th year 
 Birthday Candle was the Club Exclusive  Club Birthday Parties were held in Eaton 
OH, South Bend IN, Hunter Mountain NY and Las Vegas NV  Local Chapters held 
their 5th Convention at Tarrytown headquarters with Master Sculptor Gerhard Skrobek 
in attendance  12 states offi  cially declared M.I. Hummel Collectors Days in May: 
Alabama, Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Texas and Florida.
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Bill Clinton was President  A gallon of gas cost $1.15 and a dozen eggs cost 88¢ 
 Snowboarding was introduced at the Winter Olympics in Nagano Japan  Frasier 
won an Emmy for best comedy, Lisa Kudrow for playing Phoebe in Friends  26% 
of American households had Internet  Titanic won Best Picture  Club headquarters 
was in Pennington, NJ  The free membership fi gurine was Garden Treasures Hum 
727  For the fi rst time, M.I. Hummel teamed up with Steiff  stuff ed animals to off er 
The Wonder of Christmas Collector’s Set  M.I. Hummel launched its fi rst website

TH E

90’S

Excerpt from 
INSIGHTS 

Vol 22, No. 1
Summer 1998
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Bob and Ruth meeting 
with an Indian Gandhi in 
New Delhi, India in 
November of 1983 
spreading their wonderful 
“Hummel Hobby” around 
the world.
A recent picture of the 
cute couple together.
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George W. Bush was President  YouTube was founded  The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo and Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince were bestsellers  People were 
listening to music on iPods and carrying digital cameras  Jennifer Aniston divorced 
Brad Pitt  Desperate Housewives averaged 21.7 million viewers  The 70th Anniversary 
Collection was introduced – M.I. Hummel fi gurines made from the original 1935 
molds with paint colors matching the originals  After 17 years, the QVC/M.I. Hummel 
partnership was still going strong  Members were in the midst of collecting the 
8-fi gurine Kinder Choir  Our Club Convention was held in Boston  The Moments 
in Time Collection marked its fourth year with a new fi gurine, Troublemaker

“Never, buy a Hummel fi gurine for an 
investment, but buy because you like and 
enjoy them, plus all the fun and pleasure 
you get from collecting!” – Robert Miller

Update: The Millers today

Bob and Ruth Miller celebrated their 68th Anniversary 
in January of 2017. They are both retired, and still 
pursuing hobbies. Bob enjoys reading, playing 
FreeCell Solitaire, collecting coins from around the 
world, and of course, keeping up with M.I. Hummel. 
Ruth enjoys knitting and playing Word with Friends. 
She also collects political buttons and B&G Christmas 
plates.

The couple’s M.I. Hummel collection once numbered 
over 3,000, but they have downsized considerably. 
The fi gurines they still cherish in their personal 
collection are among the rarest: the eight International 
fi gurines that Bob purchased in the 1970s, Silent 
Night with Black Child which was purchased directly 
from Viktoria Hummel, mother of Sister Maria 
Innocentia, a special edition of Dearly Beloved made 
for the Millers by the factory on a special Anniversary, 
and other highly prized fi gurines. 

Ruth recalls, “Collecting M.I. Hummel fi gurines was 
so much fun, but little did we know or believe that 
our hobby would become world famous. We did 
not plan it that way, it just happened out of our love 
of M.I. Hummel fi gurines!”
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Excerpt from INSIGHTS 
Vol 29, No. 1, Summer 2005
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Barack Obama was President  A gallon of gas was $3.52  Lady Gaga sang Born 
This Way  The Space Shuttle Discovery docked for the fi nal time at the International 
Space Station  Apple introduced iPhone 4.0, nine days after the death of Steve 
Jobs  The world watched the Royal Wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton 
 M.I. Hummel fi gurines were produced by Manufaktur Rödental  Club headquarters 
was in Mercerville, NJ  Our North American Club Convention took place in Orlando 
 It was the 6th year of the Hope Series, we had raised $80,000 for NBCF, and 
Song of Hope was introduced  M.I. Hummel partnerships continued with both 
Steiff  and Swarovski

TH E

10’S

See Marion
at our

2017 Memphis
Convention!

Excerpt from 
INSIGHTS

Vol 35, No. 1
Summer 2011
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